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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

DATED MATERIAL 

PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

New Possibilities 

“No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; 
otherwise, the patch pulls away from it, the new from the 
old, and a worse tear is made. And no one puts new wine 

into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, 
and so are the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.” –Mark 2:21-
22 

 It is a blessing to celebrate the ministries of Epworth UMC as we return to full 
in-person ministry in this place. We have often used the phrase “returning to 
normal” in response to these changes, but for the Church, “normal” is not a 
stable “always-the-same” way of doing things. The ways in which we engage in 
worship and ministry are constantly moving forward, keeping the best of our 
traditions and history, but re-imagining them for the new ways in which the 
world works. 

 Over the last 16 months, we have continued in ministry here in Valley City, but 
it has looked and felt very different. For several months, we worshipped from 
the Sunrise Room. We began doing this on the best advice of those who engage 
with online worship. We strove for intimacy and shaped our worship toward the 
smaller screens we knew people were using to access our livestream. We are 
still very proud of what came out of “Epworth Sunrise Studio,” and I firmly 
believe that this style of worship was a success and kept our church family 
worshipping together. 

 As the months went on, however, people longed for a vision of what was 
familiar. And so, in August of last year, we returned to the sanctuary. While we 
kept many of the “tricks” we had used to keep our worship intimate and 
connected to people, the larger sanctuary also made worship feel more distant 
and farther away. Fortunately, by this time, many of our members had moved 
their worship experience to a television, creating a more life-size presence of 
worship in their living rooms and family rooms. A combination of the old and 
the new continued to draw people into worship and ministry. 

 In a very real sense, this is a critical time for the larger Church. Like many 
congregations, Epworth is a wonderful family with a large number of older 
members. The stress of worship in a global pandemic has only made the future 
arrive faster, revealing what were already troubling trends in the Church. 

 At the same time, the choices we make in responding to this particular time will 
shape the future. For instance, there have been a number of ushers in worship 
who have wondered if the public offering is a practice that needs to continue. 
There are many who give regularly, but not every week. The offering plate 
comes from a time when people were paid in cash on Friday, and would keep 
out a part of their weekly envelope to return to God. Today, most of our givers 
give electronically, yet the offering plate makes it appear that they do not 
support our ministry. The plate at the door will likely continue as the new 
“normal” in worship. 
            —Continued on pg. 8  
                        

Open 6 am—6 pm, 
Mon.—Fri. 

8 am—4 pm, Sat.   
Ph. 840-8713 

 



 1st  Bev Enger   

  4th Tracy Eggert 
  7th Cassie Werlinger 
        Sarah Hansen 
  8th Mark Miller 
        Tyler Jacobson 
11th Linda Haak 
14th Allison Baasch 
        Denise Hansen 
16th Simon Lint 
18th Andrew Glaser 
        Kyle Knutson 
19th Bob Werkhoven 
20th Tyler Elston 
        Pat Stoen 
21st Ben Baasch 
24th Duane Borchert 
25th Heather Schwehr 
26th Pat Malec 
28th Ryley Elston  
        Pastor Dayne 

The next funeral will be 
served by the January 

serving group. 

 2021   6th   Katy & Curt Van Dyke 
11th   Justin & Sherri Horsager 
12th   Dottie & Bob Werkhoven 
13th   Connie & Jeff Schlittenhardt 
20th   Dave & Tami Hanson 
24th   Pat & Tom Stoen 
29th   Abby & Kevin Rohrbeck 
30th   Eden & Anthony Cuypers 
          Alicia & Chad Rexin 

 2021 
Serving for July 
CO-CHAIRS—VirLyn Hoff 

Pat & Don Malec 
Dawn & Brent Thomsen 
Sandi & Chuck Mielke  
Betty & Fred Jorissen 
Pearl Pritchert      
Dayne & Aimee Zachrison 
 

Serving for August 
CHAIRS— 

Lisa & Don Baasch  
Denise & Gale Hansen   
Kim & Joel Owen  
Pat & Tom Stoen    
Shelley Vareberg  
Karen & James Zubrod  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

10am Pastor’s 

Bible Study 

 

 

6:30pm Horsager 

family 

2 

Church Offices 
Closed in  
Observance of 
Independence 
Day 

3 

4 

10am Coffee  
Fellowship 

10:30am In-
person & Online 
Worship 

5 6 
9:30am Sermon 

Text Study 

11:30 am –6 pm 

Vitalant Blood 

Drive @ Epworth 

7 
11:30am  

Theology Lunch 

8:00 am –1:45 pm 

Vitalant Blood 

Drive @ Epworth 

8 

10am Pastor’s 

Bible Study 

1pm Clergy Cov-

enant Group 

9 10 

11 

10am Coffee  
Fellowship 

10:30am In-
person & Online 
Worship 

12 13 

9:30am Sermon 

Text Study 

5pm VCSU  

Football Team 

14 

11:30am  

Theology Lunch 

15 

10am No Pastor’s 

Bible Study 

16 17 

18 

10am Coffee  
Fellowship 

10:30am In-
person & Online 
Worship 

19 20 

9:30am Sermon 

Text Study 

5pm VCSU  

Football Team 

5:30pm SLT 

Meeting 

21 

11:30am  

Theology Lunch 

22 

10am No Pastor’s 

Bible Study 

23 24 

25 

10am Coffee  
Fellowship 

10:30am In-
person & Online 
Worship 

12:15pm Meals on 
Wheels Delivery 

26 27 

9:30am Sermon 

Text Study 

28 

11:30am  

Theology Lunch 

29 

10am Pastor’s 

Bible Study 

30 31 

Evening Prayer with  
Pastor Dayne via  

Facebook Live each  
evening at 7:00 pm 

Blood Drive 
Kitchen Care—
Please refer to the 
poster in the kitchen 
for care and clean up 
after kitchen use.  

Pastor Dayne on Vacation 

Pastor Dayne on Vacation 

Pastor Dayne on Vacation 

Summer Breakfast & 
Lunch Program—
There are free breakfast 
and lunch meals distribut-
ed again for children ages 1
-18 from Monday thru Fri-
day each week during the 

summer. There will be no meals given out on Ju-
ly 5th and July 28th. Meals are available by pick 
up or drive through service at several locations 
and at different times in Valley City. Meals will 
not be consumed on-site. Children do not need 
to attend VCPS. No ID or paperwork needed. The 
site closest to Epworth is the west side of Wash-
ington School, 12:00-12:15 pm. Please check the 
flyer on the church bulletin board or call the 
church office for more details. 

Director of Christian Education 
As Dawn is ending her time as our Director of 
Christian Education, we are looking for our 
next leader for this vital and important minis-
try. 

The tasks include staffing our events and 
groups with volunteer leaders, ordering cur-
riculum and supplies for leaders, greeting 
and providing hospitality for families, as well 
as creating opportunities for multi-
generational and adult small groups. 

A full job description can be accessed on the 
Epworth website or is available from the 
Church Office. 

This year-round position pays $11,283 a year. 
Please contact Pastor Dayne, Anita, or any 
member of the Servant Leadership Team for 
more information or to apply. 
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May 1—May 31, 2021 
Daily Expenses/Maintenance              $17,226.60 
Building/Trustees                                           301.00 
Glory of God’s House Campaign              1,743.00 
Apportionments        1,000.00 
Bishop’s Miracle Offering      25.00 
Camp Scholarships            100.00 
Choir Music               95.00 
CROP WALK for HUNGER            50.00 
Matthew 25               75.00 
Memorials (undesignated)                225.00 
Open Table Ministry             78.00 
Parking Lot                                                      100.00 
Sunday  School offering                 38.75 
United Methodist Women            90.00 
Vacation Bible School           500.00 
 

Sunday Online Worship Attendance (views) 
 

June 6—17  In person—63  
June 13—32   In person—84  
June 20—15 In person—63 
June 27—28 In person—73 
 

Vacation Bible School—June 14-18 
Participating children—31 
Volunteers—26 
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Ways to continue your 
regular giving—Gifts 
may be dropped off at or 
mailed to the church, 
checks addressed to 
Epworth UMC may be 

deposited in the drive through deposit box 
at First Community Credit Union, or you 
may use the online giving option on our 
webpage. Go to 
www.epworthvalleycity.com, choose the 
giving tab, click on the “Donate” button and 
follow instructions. Our online giving is 
managed by PayPal, yet you do not need to 
have a PayPal account to support our 
ministries. You may also choose to set up an 
Electronic Funds Transfer by downloading 
the EFT Form on the Giving page. Fill it out, 
sign, and return to the church office. 

Food Bank 
Distribution 
Recap! 

 On Thursday, June 24, we hosted a GPFB 
Mobile Food Pantry. For these events, cars 
begin lining up 3 hours before the start time. 
As VCSU was hosting a “team” football camp, 
there were some challenges to helping people 
wait their turn. Instead of Lokken Field 
parking lot, we used the softball parking lots 
just off Viking Drive. 

For this event, we also had the help of the 
campers at “Middle School Mayhem” and 
staff from Wesley Acres Camp.  In addition to 
these 16, another 20 community and 6 
Epworth volunteers helped load food into 
vehicles for individuals and families. 

More than 300 cars went through our line, 
with more than 1000 people receiving food. 
Epworth is proud to be part of this 
community outreach. Our next event is 
scheduled for 12:15pm on Tuesday, 
September 14. We always have space for 
more volunteers! 

 

Dakotas Annual Conference Update 

Jesus the Waymaker 

Our Dakotas Annual Conference was 
held in Sioux Falls, SD on June 11-12, 
while also permitting participation in 
Rapid City, Fargo, and Bismarck. As 
our interim leader, Bishop Laurie 
Haller shared a powerful message on 
how Jesus continues to build a way 
where others see no way forward. 

 The Annual Conference approved a budget for 
2022 that anticipates funding our shared 
ministries with a smaller percentage of our 
giving to the local church. Just 15¢ of each dollar 
given supports meaningful ways in which we are 
the Church, both in the Dakotas and around the 
world. From ministries at Spirit Lake Nation to 
the nation of Nigeria, from Appalachia to Alaska, 
we are in ministry together. 

 It was with a heavy heart that the Annual 
Conference also approved the Disaffiliation 
Contract with the United Methodist Church in 
Dickinson. While there was conversation and 
pain, there was little the Annual Conference 
could do to change the vote of that former 
United Methodist congregation. 

 As we move into future decades of ministry, we 
were also able to honor the four ordained Elders 
who entered into the “retired relationship,” and 
commission four Probationary Elders and ordain 
three full Elders for a lifetime of ministry. All 
three of this year’s ordinands, Valerie Hummel 
LaBounty, Seth LaBounty, and Autumn Krueger 
spent multiple summers working at Wesley Acres 
Camp and count Epworth UMC as a part of their 
spiritual background. 

 Thank you to Anita Tulp for serving as our Lead 
Member of the Annual Conference, Barb Owen, 
serving as the District Co-Lay Leader, and to 
Camille Zachrison for serving as a Youth Member 
through CCYM. We expect to be granted three 
Lay Members for the 2022 Annual Conference. 

Wesley Acres Staff & Middle School Mayhem Campers 

 

 

 

 

 

COVID Policy Update— 

We are glad to announce an updated poli-
cy for Epworth's building and ministry. 

We no longer require masks for our events 
or for groups that meet at Epworth, includ-
ing worship and singing. We encourage 
everyone to be vaccinated, but we know 
there are those who cannot or choose not 
to be vaccinated. We welcome those who 
are uncomfortable with close contact to 
continue to wear masks and remain social-
ly distant in our building. 

We continue to pray for all lives touched 
by this pandemic. 

Online Bulletin—The 
Smartphone version of our 
online bulletin has ended 
yet you can still access the 
regular bulletin through the 
same link and on the 
Communications tab on our 
website.  

http://www.epworthvalleycity.com/giving
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Christian Education, Dawn Thomsen, Director 
Happy Summer everyone!  I hope everyone is enjoying their summer so far!  We 
are doing some cleaning/organizing in the classrooms & CE wing again this 
summer.  We are also making plans for the fall & ordering the curriculum for all 
our classes!  It is a great time to plan & regroup! 
 

Vacation Bible School! 
We had a fun group join us June 14th -18th for VBS.  With about 30 

kids participating & more than 25 Adult & Youth volunteers helping, it was an 
amazing week!  Thank you to all who came to VBS & all who helped in any way!!   
I couldn’t do it without you!   

 
    

    

 

Summer Camps! 
If you haven’t registered yet, you do still have time!  We have several kids going (some already 
have gone) to many different camps this summer. Camp centers include Wesley Acres Camp and 
Retreat Center, Storm Mountain Center, and Lake Poinsett Camp.  To register go to: 
www.dakcamps.org & enter: 332301CA for the financial code.  With this code, your payment 
should come up as half of the cost of the camp as our United Methodist Men and Women cover 
the other half of the cost for our campers.  Thank you to these groups 
for you generosity & support! 
 

A Note From Dawn 
Some of you have heard, but after 7 years as Christian Ed Director, I have decided to I need to 
move on to be able to dedicate more time to my family & other jobs.  I just don’t feel like I am 
doing justice to this position any more with splitting myself in so many ways.  I wish everyone the 
best & will miss seeing all the kids & activity each week.  I will continue to see everyone through 
Epworth’s Holy Grounds & as I continue to be a life long member here at Epworth! 
 

Have a fun & safe rest of your Summer!   
 

Dawn     christianed@epworthvalleycity.com 
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In Memory of Stephanie Cummings 
—Floyce Cummings, to UMW 
—Diane Persselin, to UMW 

In Memory of Charlotte McKay 
—Don & Bev Enger, to Building Fund 
—Kathleen Winter, to Memorials 

In Memory of Chuck Schelkoph 
—Harold & Marcine Schiebout, to Memorials  

—Schelkoph family, to Memorials  

 
*Memorial gifts given to “Memorials” are 
undesignated funds that are used to 
purchase physical items used in worship, in 
the sanctuary, or in the church building at 
the discretion of our Servant Leadership 
Team. 
 

 

 

 

Thank You! 
On behalf of the families of Epworth United 
Methodist Church, the Servant Leadership 
Team wants to extend a special Thank You to 
Dawn Thomsen for serving as our Director of 
Christian Education for the last 7 years.  

Dawn has shown a special love for our 
children and youth, and worked many hours 
to staff our gatherings, prepare flyers and 
advertisements, provide Nursery care when 
needed, and lead our ministry with grace and 
love. 

Take some time to thank Dawn for her love 
and caring spirit. We will be scheduling a 
special celebration in the fall as we return to 
our regular Sunday School schedule.  

Wedding Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Tonya Van Dyke 
and Brandon Hovland on beginning 
their life together. Tonya is the 
daughter of Curt & Katy Van Dyke 
and was our Youth Director here at 
Epworth for several years while she 

was attending college for nursing. Tonya and 
Brandon were married here at Epworth on Sat., 
June 26th. 

Baptisms 

 

 

 

Logan Thomas Von Eschen was baptized during 
Easter worship on Sunday, April 4, 2021. Logan is 
the son of Aaron & Amanda Von Eschen.  

 

Grace Michele Olauson was 
baptized during worship on 
Sunday, June 27th. Grace is 
the daughter of Jacob & 
Kiersten Olauson and 
granddaughter of Holly & 
Mike Olauson.  

http://www.dakcamps.org
mailto:christianed@eporthvalleycity.com
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 Youth Group Schedule: 
Wednesdays @ 7 pm! 
Youth Group will start with a 

welcome picnic meeting  
Wednesday, August 25th 

—continued from pg. 1    

Participation as a partner agency with the Great Plains Food Bank meant that we were the Barnes County 
distribution location for the pandemic “Farmers to Families” program, which distributed more than 80,000 
pounds of food to people in Barnes County. This new ministry will remain as part of our “normal” as 
Epworth continues to be seen as a place interested in helping our community. 

The Thursday Bible Study moved out of the Conference Room for more space, and cannot move back into 
the Office Conference Room because it will not fit into the smaller space. We have grown from 6-9 people 
to 10-12 around the table, and continue to keep an empty chair for others to join us!  

 Our Livestream Worship will continue, as it has made it possible for homebound and cautious people to 
continue joining in worship. We have moved several parts of the mechanics of worship into one place, as 
we run the livestream, the sound system, and the projection from one table. It is a change in that this 
table needs to be in the center of our seating, but it makes for the best worship experience, not only 
online, but in the sanctuary. 

 As we return to worship, we see the “washed out” nature of our projector and screen. Again, what was 
once “just fine” now seems difficult and dated. New thoughts and possibilities are underway, as we 
became accustomed to more visual variety and interest through the online worship experience. 

 These are just a few of the “new wineskins” that are beginning to hold our new ministries as they ripen 
and take shape. Over the coming months, there will be more opportunities to celebrate what God is doing 
and what God might be doing for the future of Epworth UMC. I hope you will join us for these new 
expressions of what God is doing in our community and in our lives. 

    In Christ, 

Youth Worker of the Year 
Pastor Darrell Leach was a United Methodist Pas-
tor who served several churches in South Dakota. 
In each church he served, he intentionally 
reached out to the youth, and he mentored sever-
al young people who were later ordained as Pas-
tors in The United Methodist Church 

 More than 20 years ago, the Dakotas Conference 
Council on Youth Ministry created the Darrell 
Leach Youth Worker of the Year Award to honor 
youth workers who made a significant impact on 
the lives of their youth. 

 On Sunday, June 13, current CCYM member Ca-
mille Zachrison presented our Director of Youth 
Ministries, Rydel Samuelson, with the 2020 Youth 
Worker of the Year Award. During the pandemic, 
Rydel worked hard to keep the youth connected 
with Epworth and with one another, leading 
countless Zoom meetings, games, and activities. 
Congratulations, Rydel! 
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Congregational Care  

    Church Family Supper 
 

Our Church Family Supper will 
not be served for the months of 
June and July.  As of now, we plan 
to serve our next meal in August. 
Please watch for updates after 
our summer break. We wish you 

all a wonderful summer and look forward to 
seeing you again soon! 

 VirLyn Hoff,  
 Congregational Care Coordinator 

 

The “Salad-less Salad Luncheon” is ending.  Donations totaled $1,700.  We 
have funds to sponsor camperships.  Thank you all!  Thank you! Thank you! 

Mission u will be held virtually,  meaning the studies will be presented 
virtually this summer.  We will miss seeing our Conference and District 

leaders and friends and the music and extras of being in person,  yet our study is important.  
Studying together in groups, even if via Zoom, strengthens our spiritual growth, broadens our 
understanding of God’s will, changes us and allows us to encourage and care for one another   

The 2021 Mission u theme is “There’s Far More Here Than meets the Eye.”  We each have known 
and felt what it is like when “things are falling apart on us.”  Recently, this current  Pandemic 
seems to have shifted everything.  Plus, it continues to affect lives around the world.   

In 2 Corinthians 4: 16-18 Paul reminds us that even though on the outside it often looks like 
things are falling apart on us, on the inside, God is making new life with his grace.     

July 15-17, I invite you to join me at the church for a few hours for the study “Bearing Witness in 
the Kin-dom; Living into the Church’s Moral Witness” by Darryl Stephens.  The study will have us 
look at how we as God’s people can deepen our moral witness and respond faithfully. 

Again, August 12-14, I invite you to join with me for the second study “Pushout: The  
Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools” by Monique Morris.  The study will examine the culture 
of violence that impacts children in and out of school.   

I need to register each of us that participates so please let me know if you are even a tiny bit 
interested.  Our unit will cover the cost of registration.   

Knitted together by God’s love and grace, United Methodist Women study, pray and act together 
– Faith – Hope – Love in Action! 

Words from Paul to the Ephesians:  “The gifts he gave were… for building up the body of Christ… 
joined and knit together.”    (Ephesians 4: 11,12,16) 

—VirLyn Hoff, UMW Unit President 

Ideas for UMW Bazaar Basket 
Fillers 

Kitchen items—towels, utensils, coffee 
mugs, unique containers. cook books, 

serving dishes 

Men’s items—hunting/fishing equipment, 
sports items, tools, books, blankets, gift 

cards 

Children’s items—books, toys, stuffed 
animals, blankets, baby items, games, 

movies 

Women’s items—books, candles, blankets, 
scarves, gloves, soaps, lotions 

Holiday items—décor, napkins, towels, 
mugs, serving dishes 

Items grouped by theme or color work 
very well 

We’re having a Bake Sale! 

We will be having our annual Produce 
& Bake Sale during the Men’s Corn 
Feed on Sunday, August 1st beginning 

at 4:00pm! Our Bake Sale will go until 7:00pm or until 
items are gone.  We welcome donations from all of our 
Epworth Church family. If you have extra garden produce, 
please consider bringing some for the sale. Desserts go 
well at this event! Monetary donations are welcome as 
well! All proceeds support ministries of the United 
Methodist Women. 

Open Table  
Our Open Table Community 
Meal that is scheduled every 
last Tuesday of the month 
will be taking a summer 

break for the months of June and July. We 
look forward to seeing you for our next 
Open Table Community Meal that will take 
place on Tuesday, August 31, 2021.  

We pray that we will have a better idea of 
how we need to care for each other during 
this pandemic by then. We look forward to 
new guidelines by the CDC and our Smart 
Restart Team that will guide us as we move 
into a new season of this important 
ministry.  Blessings to you all!    
  —The Open Table Team 

Blood Drive—God’s love has produced many 

miracles, large and small. One of these is the life-
sustaining power of Blood. Blood is a valuable 
natural resource within each of us. We have the 
ability to share this miracle of life: to pass it along 
to others. The opportunity to share your healthy 
blood with those less fortunate will be on 
Tuesday, July 6th from 11:30am to 6:00pm. and  
on Wednesday, July 7th from 8:00am to 1:45pm, 
here at Epworth UMC. Please call the church 
office at 701-845-0340 for more info or to 
schedule an appointment.  

COVID-19 Vaccine 
Available—City County 
Heath in Valley City has 
vaccines available for 
everyone age 12 and up.  
Register by calling 701-845-
8518 or walk in! No cost.  


